It is currently the 8th of August, 2022 at 7:10 am on a nice cold Monday morning, and 
also on a date that has a lot of significance, as it is yet another birthday in the Garfield 
universe! It’s also a public holiday because of the Ekka, but to be honest, the Ekka isn’t 
really all that it’s cracked up to be. It is also day #81 of my Jon Arbuckle hyperfixation. 


You know, celebrating the birthday of Garfield the cat himself is one thing, as that date 
is really well-known amongst Garfield fans and is also another anniversary of the comic 
strip itself, and maybe also celebrating Jon’s birthday makes sense because even though 
his birthday isn’t as talked about (unfortunately), I’d argue Jon is the main character of 
the strip, and because of him being such a major part of Garfield’s life. But there’s one 
more player who’s also a major character in Garfield’s life, and even though he doesn’t 
speak and seems a bit dim-witted, his kind-hearted actions and friendly demeanor show 
a loyal personality that shines across all dogs - It’s Odie’s birthday!! 


Why am | celebrating the birthday of a fictional dog who seems to have nothing but a 
bouncing DVD logo floating around in his head? Well, Odie’s an important character, of 
course! Whether Garfield likes it or not, Odie’s his friend and a loyal member of Jon’s 
family. First appearing on the 8th of August 1978, Odie is introduced as Lyman’s pet 
dog, moving in with Jon and Garfield, immediately taking a liking to the fat cat. From 
then on, Odie has been a major part of the Garfield strip, usually being the target of 
Garfield’s pranks and being kicked off the table endlessly, usually being portrayed as an 
idiot, but even with all the abuse given to him by Garfield, Odie always seems to have a 
big loving smile on his face and genuinely likes Garfield’s company. He’s a part of the 
family, after all, and shows how truly loyal of a dog Odie is. No matter how many times 
he’s being kicked off the table, called stupid, blamed for things he didn’t do and had his 
ears tied in a bow, Odie is still loving and loyal to Garfield. He’s truly one of the most 


friendliest dogs anyone could ever come across. 


Despite Odie’s seemingly apparent stupidity and absent mindedness, Odie also has a lot 
more going for him. On the surface, he is simply a slobbering mutt who is overly 
trusting and naive, but when one peels away the layers of Odie’s facade, it’s shown that 
Odie is actually way more intelligent than he lets on. Like for example, in many episodes 
of Garfield And Friends, Odie is shown to be able to speak, and although his vocabulary 
is small, most dogs in the Garfield universe don’t verbally speak. Heck, even Garfield 
can’t verbally say any words! It’s even in the KABOOM! Garfield comics and in Garfield 
Gets Real, showing that Odie is capable of learning and speaking human languages, 


which is quite the smart feat if | do say so myself. 


Odie is also shown in multiple strips to be as cunning and sly as Garfield, often 
participating in pulling pranks and other practical gags alongside Garfield, in which he 
often has a devious grin on his face, showing that he indeed does know what micheif he 
is up to. On top of that, Odie also knows how to read, write and draw, although 
sometimes the meaning of some words can be lost on him. He can even type ona 
computer! This means that Odie, though he doesn’t show it, is just as smart, if not 


smarter than the fat cat himself. Odie may sometimes he cowardly and overly trusting, 


but at the end of the day, Odie is a loyal, friendly and kind creature, capable of not only 
melting the heart of Garfield, but also melting the hearts of his dear readers as well. Just 
like Garfield, Odie has been with us through thick and thin, and even with the 
disappearance of his dear owner Lyman, Odie has lived on and soldiered through the 


years, aging along with Garfield, Jon and us respectively. 


Odie, you are truly the beacon of kindness in this world of heartache and hatred, and 
truly the most loyal dog to ever be. You’ve stuck with Garfield and Jon for over 40 
years, and you've stuck with us for over 40 years. You love your family dearly, and they 
love you back. Your kindness and friendliness has lead hundreds and thousands of 
people, including me, to absolutely love you as a character. So Odie, have a happy 
birthday, my friend. Your kindness has earned you a good one, little buddy :). If Lyman 


were here, he’d be so proud of you... 


Last edited at 8:02 am. Happy birthday, Odie :) 


Cheers, 


Your Local Jonnoisseur 


Posted on the 8th of August, 2022 at 8:08 am. 


